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Exalting Christ 2015 
“Restoring Our Confidence in the All-sufficient Savior” 

Community Bible Church, Vallejo, CA 
 

Session Title:  The New Covenant, Israel & the Church. 
 

I. Synopsis:  The New Covenant is an Old Testament promise God gave to Israel 
and Judah (Jeremiah 31:31).  Then how does the Church get into the 
Covenant?  If the Church is in, is the nation Israel out?  If both are in, how 
does that play out chronologically during the End Times?  What does Christ 
and the New Testament have to say about these issues?  These are some of 
the fascinating questions that this seminar will explore. 

[not an exegesis of Revelation 20:1-6]. 

 
II. Structure: 

A. 50 minute presentation. 
B. 10 minute Q&A. 

 

III. References: 
A. Millennial: 

1. Kent, Homer A.  The Epistle to the Hebrews, 1972. 
2. Thomas, Robert  L.  Revelation 8-11: An Exegetical Commentary, 1995. 
3. Walvoord, John F.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, 1966. 

 
B. Amillennial: 

1. Hoekema, Anthony A.  The Bible and the Future, 1979. 
2. Johnson, Dennis E.  Triumph of the Lamb, 2001. 
3. Riddlebarger, Kim.  A Case for Amillennialism, 2003. 
4. Robertson, O. Palmer.  The Christ of the Covenants, 1980. 

 
C. Mixed: 

1. Boice, James M.  Romans, Volume 3: God & History (Romans 9-11), 1993.  
 

In view of Paul’s clear statements here and throughout Romans 11, I cannot see how 

so many reformed theologians of our day reject the idea of a future time of blessing 

for Israel. I know why they do it . . . to their way of thinking, any future blessing of 

Israel as a nation must be a backward step, a regression in God’s plan . . .  In this 

view the church becomes the new Israel, and the old Israel is superseded forever. 

[against a replacement theology]. 

But how they can affirm that, in view of Paul’s teaching here? Paul is not talking 

about spiritual Israel in these chapters. He is talking about the Jews as a nation. And 

when he asks the question, “Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery?” his 

answer is as emphatic as when he is dealing with antinomianism or with the good 

purposes of God’s law (Rom. 6:2, 15; 7:13) – “By no means!”  It was inconceivable to 

Paul that God would cast Israel off, because to do so would mean that God would be 

breaking his covenant promises, and he could not do that and remain a truth-

keeping, faithful God.”      

[for a literal hermeneutic regarding ‘Israel’]. 
 

James Montgomery Boice, Romans, God & History (Romans 9-11), Romans 11:11-12. 
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IV. The Covenants: 
A. Definition: 

1. “A relationship under sanctions” (Riddlebarger, 45). 
2. “A bond in blood sovereignly administered” (Robertson, 4). 
3. “A solemn agreement, often accompanied by an outward ritual, wherein God 

officially obligates Himself to do something, either conditionally or 

unconditionally” Bradshaw. 

 

B. Examples: 
 

Title Parties Description Text 

Eternal Covenant 
 

Godhead Salvation Hebrews 13:20 

Covenant of Works 
 

God/Adam Blessing/Cursing Hosea 6:7 

Covenant of Grace 
 

God/man Salvation Romans 10:9 

[Some regard the covenants above as mainly theological constructs] 

Noahic Covenant 
 

God/Noah Preservation Genesis 8:21-22 

Abrahamic Covenant 
 

God/Abraham Promise Genesis 12:1-3 

Mosaic Covenant 
 

God/Israel Law Exodus 24:4-8 

Davidic Covenant 
 

God/David Kingdom 2 Samuel 7:8-16 

New Covenant God/Israel & Judah Salvation Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 
 

C. This study will focus on the New Covenant in Jeremiah 31:31-34: 
1. Why? 
2. It is the covenant that provides for the removal of sin! 
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V. Jeremiah 31:31-34: 
 
A. Text: 

 31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 

[the hermeneutical issue: who?] 
 32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which 
they broke, although I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 
 33 “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their 
heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
 34 “They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man 
his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of 
them to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.” 

 
B. Main provision: 

 
1. What? The forgiveness of sins: 

a. A heart of knowledge. 
b. A heart of obedience (Ezekiel 36:27). 

 
2. Result: A basket of blessings: 

“By the new covenant God shall fulfill all the promises of the covenants 
established earlier with His people . . . this covenant shall bring to fruition the 
redemptive intentions of God displayed throughout the ages” (Robertson, 
276). 

 
 

C. Diagnostic Questions: 

1. Who? Israel/Judah/Church? 
2. What? Forgiveness of sins! 

3. When? End time Chronology? 
4. Where? Earth/heaven?  
5. How? Faith in Christ’s finished work! 
6. Why? Soli Deo Gloria! 

 
This study will focus on the who and the when of the New Covenant! 
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VI. Who?  
A. Questions: 

1. How does the Church get into the Covenant?   
2. If the Church is in, is the nation Israel out?  

 
B. 4 views (Kent, 155-160). 

1. The Church only?   A hermeneutical problem: why does the text say it is to 
the House of Israel and with the House of Judah? 

2. Israel only?  A theological problem:  the Church clearly partakes in 
Communion which Jesus gave as a affirmation of inclusion in the New 
Covenant (Luke 22:20; 1 Corinthians 11:25; 2 Corinthians 3:6). 

3. 2 New Covenants, 1 for Israel and 1 for the Church (Chafer, Ryrie, 
Walvoord, Pentecost)?  A exegetical problem: the New Covenant is never 
plural. 

4. 1 New Covenant: 
a. Fulfilled eschatologically with Israel;  
b. Fulfilled now in the Church. 

 
C. Observations: 

1. The first to receive the Gospel, Israel, will be the last to embrace it. 
Matthew 8:11-12: 

    11 “I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline  

     at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of 

      heaven; 

 12 but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer 

   darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

   teeth.” 

 

2. The last to receive the Gospel, the Church, will be the first to embrace it. 
Ephesians 2:13: 

  But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been 

   brought near by the blood of Christ. 

 

3. Once Jew & Gentile are in, the full basket of blessings (the provisions of 

the other covenants) follow (this is where the Millennium comes in): 

a. Land (Genesis 12:1-3): 

Romans 4:12: 

For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be 

heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the 

righteousness of faith. 

b. Kingdom & King (1 Chronicles 17:11-15): 

Matthew 19:28: 

“In the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious 

 throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve 

tribes of Israel.” 
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D. View #4: 1 New Covenant includes Israel and the Church: 
1. Wedding invitation example: 

a. Have you ever invited some formally, but left others out? 
b. Have you let the formally uninvited in? 
c. Are they legitimate guests?  Why?  They are acceptable to the master! 
d. Are they formally included? 

 
2. Romans 15:8: 

 7 Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the 

   glory of God: 

 8 For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on 

   behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the 

   fathers, 

 9 and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; as it is written, 
 

3. Exegesis: 
a. Two people: 

- Jews. 
- Gentiles. 

b. Two ways of getting into the wedding (salvation): 
- Jews: Explicit Promises given to the Fathers confirmed by Christ 

Himself. 
Promises:   covenants. 
To the Fathers:  Jewish covenants. 
Confirmed:   Not replaced. 
Guaranteed:  by Christ Himself. 
 

- Gentiles: Mercy (no formal invitation; Ephesians 2:13). 
 

c. Are the promises given to the Fathers confirmed? 
- Yes or no?  Yes! 
- By whom?  Christ! 

 
4. Matthew 20:1-16: 

a. Two people: 
- Jews:  Original workers. 
- Gentiles: Later workers (3rd, 6th, 9th, 11th hour). 

b. Two ways of reward: 
- Jews: Contract. 
- Gentiles: Faith & Mercy. 

c. Are the promises given to the first group confirmed? 
d. The last/first; the first/last (Matthew 19:30; 20:16; Mark 10:31; Luke 

13:30). 
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5. The Gentiles added to what the Jews have: 
a. Ephesians 3:6: 

to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow 

members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ 

Jesus through the gospel, (συν-, συν-, συν-). 
- Fellows with whom? The Jews!

 

 
b. Romans 11:17: 

and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and 

became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, 

- Partakers with whom? The Jews! 
 

VII. When?  For Israel?  For the Church? 

A. Old Testament Chronology: 

1. Jeremiah 31:31-34 (586 BC). 

2. Isaiah 6:10 (722 BC). 

  “Render the hearts of this people insensitive, 

Their ears dull, 

And their eyes dim, 

Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 

Hear with their ears, 

Understand with their hearts, 

And return and be healed” 

(Matthew 13:14-15; Mark 4:12; John 12:40; Acts 28:26-27). 

[imperatives are underlined] 

 
B. Jesus’ Commandments: 

1. Matthew 10:5-6: 

5 “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of 

the Samaritans; 

 6 but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
 

2. Matthew 28:19: 

19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations.” 

3. No postponement : 

“According to the Dispensationalists, . . . the Kingdom of God was offered to 

Israel by Jesus Himself, and when that offer was rejected, the Kingdom was 

then withdrawn and postponed until Christ’s 2nd Advent” (Riddlebarger, 102). 
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C. Reverse evangelization: 

1. In the Old Testament, Israel was God’s missionary nation and 

believing gentiles would join the nation Israel. 

6 “So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your 

understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these 

statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and 

understanding people.’ 

7 “For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as is the 

LORD our God whenever we call on Him? 

8 “Or what great nation is there that has statutes and judgments as 

righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you today? 
2. In New Testament times, the Church is God’s missionary ‘nation’ 

and believing Jews join the Church! 

3. Romans 11:11-12, 14, 25: 

11 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never 

be! But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make 

them jealous. 

12 Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is 

riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be!  

14 if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow countrymen and 

save some of them. 

25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery . 

. . that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the 

Gentiles has come in; 
 

4. Exegesis: 

a. The Gentiles now evangelize the Jews (make them jealous unto 

salvation, 11:14). 

b. The Jews’ fulfillment and the Gentiles fullness are the same 

(same word: πλήρωμα. 

c. Πλήρωμα: 

- “Fulness of the Jews”  Romans 11:12. 

- “Fulness of the Gentiles” Romans 11:25. 

- “Fulness of Deity”  Colossians 2:9. 
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5. The Beautiful Symmetry:  

“That there may be equality” 2 Corinthians 8:14. 

Question Answer 

Are there 2 New Covenants?  
 

No! One! 

Are there 2 peoples of God?  
 

Temporarily, yes; eventually, no; just 1. 

Did the Jews get the Gospel first? 
 

Yes. 

   Did they embrace it first? 
 

No!  Last! 

Did the Gentiles get the Gospel last? 
 

Yes. 

   Did they embrace it last? 
 

No!  First! 

Will the Jews have permanent special 
honor among the people of God? 
 

 
Yes!  Salvation is from them (John 4:22). 

Do Gentiles get any special recognition? 
 

Yes!  They brought the Jews in! 

Will there be ultimate spiritual equality? 
 

Yes! 

Is the barrier wall ultimately gone? 
 

Yes! 
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VIII. FAQ’s: 

A. Is Christ ruling on the throne of David now? 

1. The throne of David is an earthly throne: 

Isaiah 9:7: 

  There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, 

On the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness 

From then on and forevermore. 
 

Jeremiah 17:25: 

then there will come in through the gates of this city kings and 

princes sitting on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on 

horses, they and their princes, 

Luke 1:32: 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and 

the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 

 

2. There is no throne in heaven named after a sinner, adulterer, murderer. 

3. Because the Throne of David is an earthly throne, it must be fulfilled on 

earth; it cannot be fulfilled in heaven and is not fulfilled now. 

4. It will be fulfilled in the future on earth (the Millennium). 

 

B. How about Ezekiel Chs. 40-48 and the Millennial Sacrifices? 

1. John Calvin stops @ Ezekiel Chapter 20. 

2. Attempts at figurative interpretation – impossible. 

3. Literal interpretation is the only hermeneutic that works. 

 

C. The example of circumcision: 

1. Christians and Jews have compulsory outward behavior in order to allow 

unbelievers to interact in the community (Examples:  Church, no 

drunkenness; Jews, circumcision). 

2. The outward conformity is supposed  to lead to inward regeneration through 

contact with the Gospel. 

3. Conclusion: there are some non-salvific, external standards so that 

unbelievers can approach God without defiling the believing community and 

so they might be saved. 
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D. How does this work in the Millennium? 

1. Did animal sacrifices accomplish anything? 

Hebrews 9:13: 

For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer 

sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing 

of the flesh, 

2. In the Millennium, unbelievers, who are unacceptable to King Christ because 

they are unregenerate, can nevertheless approach Him in the community 

without punishment through animal sacrifices that temporarily turn away 

wrath. 

3. See Appendix A. 

Appendix A 

 

The Necessity of Blood Sacrifices in Ezekiel’s Temple 

Clive A. Thomson 

 

Chapters 40—48 of Ezekiel, describing the millennial temple with its ordinances and  

animal sacrifices, have been the cause of much confused and contradictory teaching not  

only by liberals, but also by those orthodox expositors who reject dispensational  

divisions. Patrick Fairbairn’s interpretation of these nine chapters, for example, is not  

worthy of a man of his caliber. Although his exegesis is confused, he seems to believe  

that the description of Ezekiel’s temple and its ordinances is a mystical representation of  

the future glories of the church. Fairbairn begins: “May no blinding prejudice, or narrow  

purpose of our own, prevent us from following the path of enlightened research and  

honest interpretation.” He then proceeds to show clearly that his preconceived  

determination that Israel is the church is indeed a blinding prejudice. For he dismisses the literal 

interpretation of such a temple in the millennial reign of our Lord as unworthy of any 

consideration, although it is the only interpretation which the language reasonably permits. 

Nevertheless this is the interpretation of the majority of those orthodox expositors who reject 

dispensational divisions. Those who believe that Israel as a nation has been repudiated by God 

and has been replaced by the church, are faced with the problem of explaining not only the 

many detailed prophecies of Israel’s future, and especially her glories in the millennium, but also 

explicit statements in the New Testament, such as the 9th, 10th, and 11th chapters of Romans.  

It is refreshing to turn from this confusion, which arises from a refusal to accept the plain 

meaning of God’s Word, to the interpretations of this part of Scripture by Merrill F. Unger, and 

John L. Mitchell, which honor God’s Word. Other expositors who have declared themselves in 

favor of a literal interpretation of this part of Ezekiel, including animal sacrifices, are Arno C. 

Gaebelein, Adolph Saphir, David Baron, William Kelly, and Horatius Bonar of Scotland. 

The animal sacrifies described in Ezekiel have troubled many sincere believers. Some  

ask: “Does this not contradict chapters 7 , 9 and 10 of Hebrews, which show that animal  

sacrifices were but types or shadows and that Christ’s sacrifice was the end of such shadows or 

types?” Yes, our Lord’s sacrifice was the end of animal sacrifices, but only  

for this dispensation. 
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The basic error in this question is the assumption, usually unconscious, that the  

conditions which prevail in this age of grace must necessarily be the same in all future  

ages, that the relations between God and man which exist now must continue to the end  

of time. It seems impossible for some to realize that after this dispensation ends at the  

rapture and every true Christian, whether carnal or not, has been translated to heaven,  

God will then deal with men in a different way. He must do so, because those left on  

earth after the rapture are His enemies, every one of them; not His children. He will again  

bring forward His people Israel, the only nation He has ever recognized (Amos 3:2), and  

deal with them and with the Gentiles on a basis of law, although necessarily modified by  

grace as in the Mosaic dispensation. This follows for at least three reasons: (1) The age or 

dispensation of grace ends at the rapture and is never to be repeated. (2) In all other ages God 

deals with man on a law relationship. (3) All left on earth are God’s enemies and must therefore 

be dealt with by law. Law is, and must be, accompanied by sacrifice. A repentant Israel must 

join in such sacrifices; and repentant Gentiles must conform and join therein also.  For in the 

millennium Israel is supreme (Deut 21:13; Jer 3:17; Isa 2:3; 14:1–2 ); the Gentiles are subsidiary 

and must conform to Israel’s temple and sacrifices (Isa 66:23; Zech 14:17–19).  John F. 

Walvoord states: “It is evident from the Scripture that Christ actively rules, requires the nations 

of the world to conform to His rule, and observe the religious rites which characterize the 

millennial kingdom.” Therefore, when this age of grace has passed away and the millennial 

kingdom has been established, God will deal with man in a different and very stern way, with “a 

rod of iron.” Animal sacrifices will begin again. For this is God’s way of dealing with all under 

law.  These sacrifices will be a memorial of the love and grace which provided a Savior at 

infinite cost, just as the Lord’s Supper is also a memorial “till he come.” Since many expositors 

have dealt with this aspect of these sacrifices, it is not intended to discuss it further in this 

article. 

 

But is there not another purpose in these blood sacrifices? For in the present  

dispensation the Lord’s Supper has two purposes: (1) a memorial looking backward, (2) a  

reminder of His return, “till he come,” looking forward. So also the millennial sacrifices  

will have two meanings: (1) a memorial looking backward, (2) a warning looking  

forward. For these sacrifices will be a warning of wrath to come. It is this aspect which  

will be now discussed. 

 

Let us first consider, however, what prophecy tells us concerning the millennium and  

of what follows it. The millennium is not a period of perfect bliss. Only heaven itself  

could be perfect. In the millennium we are dealing with earth, with men in whom the old  

Adam nature still resides, not heaven. Therefore there will be sin in the millennium,  

although sternly dealt with by the Lord with His rod of iron. Four times in Scripture this  

“rod of iron” is mentioned in connection with the millennium (Ps 2:9; Rev 2:27; 12:5 ;  

19:15 ). It is, therefore, important. 

 

Let us now look briefly at the fearful events which precede the establishment of  

Christ’s millennial kingdom. After this dispensation ends with the rapture, Daniel’s 70th  
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week will begin (Dan 9:24). According to Sir Robert Anderson, the 69th week of Daniel  

ended on the very day that our Lord in fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9 rode into Jerusalem,  

six days before the Passover. This fact gives special meaning to Luke 19:42: “If thou had known 

in this day.” Israel is God’s clock, and the clock stopped at the end of the 69th week.  

 

Time did not run, as lawyers say, during this present age of grace, which is an intercalary  

period. But after the rapture has closed this age, Israel will be brought forward again, and  

the 70th week will begin.  It seems impossible for liberal theologians to believe that time can 

cease to run for a period and then begin to run again. One professor in a famous theological 

college said that such an idea is fantastic, but to lawyers this is a well known principle. Most 

countries have statutes of limitation; law suits cannot be brought into court after a certain lapse 

of time, one year, two years, or ten years, depending on the nature of the action. These statutes 

might be a trap to the layman. For the courts have decided that time does not run against an 

infant, i.e., a person under twenty-one years of age, or against a lunatic. The result is that time 

would cease to run against a man if he became insane; but it would run again if he became 

sane. This is commonplace in law but impossible to the liberal.  In this manner the 70th week 

will begin and the terrible Day of Jehovah will come with all the horrors which accompany it as 

described in both the Old and New Testaments.  Let us glance at descriptions of it in Joel: “a 

destruction from the Almighty” (1:15 ), “a day of darkness and of gloominess…of thick 

darkness…there hath not been ever the like neither shall be any more after it” (2:2 ), “the sun 

shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and terrible day of 

Jehovah” (2:31 ).  Between the rapture and the return of our Lord in power and great glory the 

Antichrist, known as “the lawless one,” “the man of sin,” the man motivated by Satan, arises to 

rule the world or a large part of it. This is the time described in chapters 4–19 of Revelation, a 

period of fearful wars, persecution, divine judgments and bloodshed. The population of the 

world is decimated. Ezekiel 38 and 39 describes one of the wars of this awful day. Here is our 

Lord’s own description of this time: “For then shall be the great tribulation, such as was not 

since the beginning of the world…and except those days should be shortened, there should no 

flesh be saved…” (Matt 24:21–22). There is a similar prophecy in Daniel. 

 

This terrible period ends with the return of Christ in power and great glory as  

described in Matthew 24:30 (cf. 2 Thess 1:7–10). At this time occurs the battle of  

Armageddon, when Christ crushes and slaughters the raging nations as described in  

Psalm 2 and Revelation 19:11–21. This final destruction of mankind means a fearful loss  

of human life. Revelation 14:20 speaks of a river of blood up to the horses’ bits and over  

176 miles long. These may be symbolic words, but whether symbolic or literal, they  

indicate a terrible destruction of human life.  Zechariah 13:8 speaks of two-thirds of all in the 

land being slain; Zechariah 14:8   refers to a great slaughter during a future capture of 

Jerusalem. And in Revelation the awful judgments which accompany the seals, trumpets, and 

vials (bowls), indicate a vast destruction of the world’s population. The Jews will be bitterly 

persecuted, and the majority wiped out. The present State of Israel will perish. They have 

refused to await God’s time and have entered the land in unbelief, establishing themselves by 

force of arms. They are like those described in Numbers 14:40–45, most of whom died. Only a 

small minority of the Jews will survive. For it is “the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer 30:7).  Gentiles 
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will perish also: “For the indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their 

armies…” (Isa 34:2). God’s enemies will all be slain, to the very last man. For only the saints of 

the great tribulation will be spared  (Note Luke 19:27, which is an epitome of God’s judgments at 

this time). “With the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked” (Isa 11:4) and “consume with the 

spirit of his mouth…” (2 Thess 2:8; cf. Rev 19:15). 

 

So then during the time which elapses between the rapture and the return of our Lord  

in glory there is such an immense loss of life that the population of the earth becomes a  

small fraction of what it had been at the beginning. We must believe and try to realize the  

meaning of our Lord’s terrible words in Matthew 24:22, that if that time were not cut  

short, there would be no human life left on the earth. 

 

But does Christ’s return end this slaughter? No! For when He returns, He must judge  

Israel and the Gentiles. There will be another terrible destruction of mankind. For those  

who are condemned in these judgments perish.  First, He judges “his own” (John 1:11) as 

described in Ezekiel 20:33–38. He will purge out the rebels, who will perish. Only a small 

fraction of Israel survives the great tribulation; and probably only a minority of those who do 

survive believe in Christ and therefore are saved in this judgment and pass into the millennial 

kingdom. John F. Walvoord gives the details of this judgment upon Israel. He likens this 

judgment to that of Israel during the last 38 years of desert life, when the whole adult population 

perished because of lack of faith in refusing to enter the land (Num 14:29).  After judging Israel 

God judges “all nations,” i.e., the Gentiles, as described in Matthew 25:31–46. This is a 

judgment of the living, which has nothing to do with the judgment of the unsaved dead 

described in Revelation 20:11–15. Those condemned in this judgment, the “goats,” perish. 

Those who are saved, the “sheep,” survive to pass into the millennial kingdom. We may safely 

assume that the sheep are a small minority of those who are judged. “The testimony of 

Scripture is to the effect that at the beginning of the millennium all unsaved people are put to 

death.” This is confirmed by the parables of the wheat and the tares, and of the good and bad 

fish in Matthew 13.  There is no escape from these terrible events which are yet to come, and 

probably soon. There is no question of misinterpretation. For the prophecies are copious and 

clear.  Walvoord says: “The scene of devastation of divine judgment and human iniquity…is 

without parallel in the history of the world. According to Revelation 6:7, the judgments…involve 

the death…of one-fourth of the earth’s population. If this were applied to the present world 

population now approaching three billion, it would mean that 750,000,000 people would 

perish…It seems clear that this is only one of a series of gigantic catastrophes. In the 

judgments…following the trumpets…a third part of the remaining population of the world is 

destroyed…. The concluding judgment proceeding from the seventh bowl…is even more 

devastating than anything…previously. The stark reality of the words of Christ that the entire 

race would be blotted out if that period were not terminated by His return seems to be supported 

by these details.”  Therefore let us realize and ponder the terrible conclusion that when our Lord 

establishes His millennial kingdom on earth, the number of the saved who enter it will be very 

small. The population of the world, which at present may be near 3,500,000,000, will have been 

reduced to what? No one can say what that number will be, but it might well be far less than one 

million, less than 1/35th of one per cent.  The cities of the world will be ruins, and the 
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countrysides desolations for thousands of miles: “The cities be wasted without inhabitant…and 

the land utterly desolate” (Isa 6:11). Only in and around Jerusalem will there be peace, comfort, 

and happiness. John 21:3–14 [sic: Rev 21] gives us a beautiful picture of the beginning of His 

kingdom on earth. We see the Lord in the midst of the believing remnant of Israel who have 

survived the great tribulation and the judgment of Ezekiel 20:33–38. He is feeding them and 

caring for them: “He shall feed His flock like a shepherd” (Isa 40:11). Peter and the others fished 

all that night. Here we see Israel trying to establish herself by her own efforts. But they caught 

nothing. But now Israel’s long dark night is over, and their needs are supplied by the divine 

power of the Messiah. Therefore the kingdom will be finally established with a very small 

number of Jews and Gentiles, possibly less than even 500,000 in all. This kingdom in its 

millennial character continues for a thousand years. And while the population at the beginning is 

very small, it will be enormous at the end of 1, 000 years. In the year A.D. 1700 the population 

of the United States and Canada would perhaps not have exceeded 400,000. It is now about 

180,000,000. Human population can increase rapidly when there is room for expansion. While a 

part of this increase in North America is due to immigration, yet the population of Europe 

increased largely at the same time. 

 

Therefore, during the millennium the world’s population will increase with extraordinary rapidity, 

and at the end of the thousand years it will probably far exceed that of today. This tremendous 

increase will be due to various factors. First, it seems clear that human life will be prolonged 

amazingly. Probably men will live for hundreds of years as they did before the flood. Isaiah 

65:20 indicates that one who dies 100 years old is a child. Many other factors will contribute 

toward this enormous increase. Since the earth will be empty, there will be free land and room 

for expansion. Further, owing to perfect government by God Himself, man’s health will be vastly 

improved. Sickness and physical disability will be at a minimum. Certain Scriptures seem to 

indicate that Christ will exercise His divine power of healing, limited perhaps to those who 

deserve it (cf. Isa 29:18; 33:24 ; 35:5–6 ). Men will be free from economic pressure. Owing to 

complete and perfect justice, the stern but righteous, omnipotent, omniscient rule of Christ will 

have many salutary results. War will cease.  The work of the civil and criminal courts will be very 

small. Armed forces will disappear.  The need for police, prisons, and hospitals will be at a 

minimum. Customs tariffs will disappear, for there will be free trade around the world. Labor 

disputes will cease. Therefore taxes during the millennium will be reduced to a mere trifle, if any. 

There are two outstanding features of the millennium: Christ on the throne, and Satan  

absent, chained in the abyss. Therefore sin and evil will be reduced to a minimum. There  

will be sin, but it will be sternly corrected. Walvoord, referring to Isaiah 11:1–10,  

describes it thus: “The millennial kingdom will therefore be a time of justice for all, and  

any who dare to rebel against the king will be subject to immediate divine judgment. For  

the first time since Adam the entire earth will be under the immediate control and  

direction of God with resulting blessing in every aspect of human life.” Therefore, in a  

world which has perfect government and very little poverty, sin or sickness, the  

population will increase in a way that is almost impossible to imagine at present.  

Revelation 20:8–9 indicates that at the end of the millennium the population will be large  

and cover the whole globe. The same Scripture shows clearly that the vast 

majority of mankind, in spite of 1000 years of perfect and righteous rule, will hate our  
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Lord and His government and will rebel as soon as Satan is released and able to give  

them energy and leadership. That the righteous are only a small minority is shown by the  

fact that the whole world is united against the saints, who are surrounded and besieged. 

Some may wonder why God does release Satan. There may be several reasons for  

this. In every other age sinners might plead before God: “Why did you permit Satan to  

retain his liberty and seduce me into sin?” Adam expressed the same thought when he  

said: “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me…” (Gen 3:15). So during the  

millennium Satan is removed so that “every mouth may be stopped” (Rom 3:19). 

Another reason for the release of Satan may be that God intends us to see that  

environment does not produce righteousness, contrary to the claims of sociologists. One 

thousand years of perfect environment will produce a world of evil men. Some may wonder how, 

in a world ruled by God in person, there could be any rebellion. But it is clear that Christ 

withdraws His power and permits men to fulfill their evil desires. This withdrawal leads these 

rebels to believe that He fears them and that they can overcome Him, a delusion perhaps 

referred to in 2 Thessalonians 2:11. As a result of their delusion they “take counsel together, 

against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying, let us break their bands asunder, and cast 

away their cords from us” (Ps 2:2–3).   But some may ask: “How could they imagine that they 

could overcome God”? The answer is first that they do not truly believe in Him, and second they 

are deluded and intoxicated by the awful powers achieved by scientific discoveries. Perhaps the 

scientist of A.D. 3000, may regard our atomic weapons of today with the same amusement we 

have toward the weapons of A.D. 1066.  Perhaps God’s purpose in permitting the rebellion is to 

demonstrate to man his  inherent sin and inability to govern himself: “The heart is deceitful 

above all things, and  desperately wicked…” and “…it is not in man that walketh to direct his 

steps” (Jer 17:9; 10:23 ). God has often  permitted rebellion against Him on earth and even in 

heaven (Isa 14:12–15; Rev 12:7–9), probably to demonstrate the evil of sin and its 

consequences, so that “every mouth may be stopped.” But such rebellions have always been 

punished.   Only a few words describe this revolt and the extermination of the rebels (Rev 20:7–

9). But no doubt these events covered a considerable period of time, perhaps several years. A 

worldwide uprising and war is not an affair of a few weeks. But finally all evil and unbelieving 

men are destroyed by fire from heaven. Only the small minority, “the camp of the saints,” 

remains alive. So again the world’s population will be almost totally destroyed. This will be a 

greater destruction than that which preceded the millennium, for the population is greater. 

 

At the beginning of the millennium every soul who entered the kingdom was  

believing and saved. At the end of the 1, 000 years only a small minority are faithful. It is  

clear then as the inhabitants married and one generation followed another that more and  

more of the descendants became unbelievers, until finally they are the vast majority. But  

Christ is ruling; and any manifestation of evil is punished. Being God, He is omniscient,  

omnipotent, and omnipresent. Even the smallest offense is detected and punished. The  

rod of iron is referred to four times (Ps 2:9; Rev 2:27; 9:15 ; 12:5 ), showing this is a  

serious warning. Iron suggests a hard crushing blow, no elasticity. And thus are sinners  

punished. 

 

Furthermore, law in the millennium will be far-reaching, and much sterner than the  



16 
 

law of Moses. The Sermon on the Mount is an epitome of law in the millennium, and  

very stern it is. For example, under the law of Moses only those who actually committed  

adultery could be punished. But Matthew 5:28 shows that a man is guilty who merely  

desires to do so. A study of the Scriptures dealing with the millennium portrays a rule of stern 

law, rigidly enforced.  The result will be that the unbelievers, during the centuries in which they 

are steadily becoming the majority, will become sullen hypocrites or defiant rebels who will be 

suppressed sternly. All will be forced to yield a feigned obedience to Christ (Ps 18:44, marginal 

reading). This forced obedience creates a furious resentment, which is increased by being 

constantly suppressed. Although feigned smiles will be given, “smile and smile and be a villain 

still.” Therefore blood sacrifices are necessary. The awful destruction of life preceding the 

millennium will have become past history: all will be aware of it. So God in His mercy warns 

unbelievers steadily during the 1, 000 years that “without shedding of blood is no remission” of 

sins (Heb 9:22). Each sacrifice shows the shed blood of the victim and reminds all that as all 

unbelievers were destroyed before the millennium, so will it be again. It refers them to 

Revelation 20:8–9. For they will have their Bibles, and the  warning is plain. Every sacrifice says 

that sin necessitates bloodshed: therefore, beware of the wrath to come. It is not God’s way to 

punish without warning. The writer believes therefore that the animal sacrifices are a constant 

warning to the unbelieving, as well as a memorial.  But “if they hear not Moses and the 

prophets, neither will they be persuaded though One rose from the dead” (Luke 16:31). Like the 

herd of demon-possessed swine rushing down the slope to destruction, the millennial world, 

deceived by Satan, will refuse to believe. The old Greeks said: “Whom the gods would destroy 

they first make mad.” This is worldly wisdom, but very shrewd.  There are terrible passages in 

Scripture which indicate that God will no longer hear men’s prayers because His patience is 

exhausted and judgment must fall (Gen 15:16, “iniquity is full”; cf. Isa 1:15; 59:2 ; Jer 11:11, 14; 

Ps 66:18; Matt 7:22–23). In Noah’s day when the flood came, frantic prayers were made, but 

without avail:  all not in the ark must die.  Likewise, when fire from heaven begins to fall upon 

the rebels (Rev 20:9), frantic prayers will again be made, which God will not hear, because their 

iniquity is full. 

 

To sum up therefore, not only will blood sacrifices actually occur during the  

millennium, they are necessary for three reasons: (1) Under law repentant sinners must  

join in a sacrifice in which blood is shed. (2) Blood sacrifices are a constant reminder that our 

Lord’s blood is the only basis of salvation. This is a merciful appeal; for it is not His will that any 

should perish (2 Pet 3:9). (3) Blood sacrifices are a constant and grim warning that those who 

refuse to take shelter under our Lord’s blood will be held guilty of “the blood of the Lamb,” and 

must  therefore perish in the wrath to come. 
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