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INTRODUCTION:  There is an inseparable link between Christ as the living Word of
God (John 1:1; 1 John 1:1) and the Scripture as the written Word of God (Hebrews 4:12).  If it’s
not possible to properly handle the Word of God unless we see Christ proclaimed and exalted in
it (e.g., Luke 24:24, 44-46), it’s equally true that it’s not possible to exalt Christ the Living Word
unless we also exalt the word of God — especially when we read in the Psalms that God Himself
has exalted His Word above His own name (Psalm 138:2).   

Both Jesus (John 14:6) and the Scriptures (Psa 19:7-9; John 17:17) are explicitly said to
embody truth.  Accordingly, the only way to be truly Christ-centered in our preaching is to affirm
the absolute inerrancy of Scripture.  This year’s seminar is intended to serve as a sequel to last
years in developing a biblical theology of inerrancy, by examining the scriptural texts that
specifically affirm inerrancy and developing their implications for Christ-centered preaching.

I. FOUNDATIONAL EVIDENCE: Jesus’ View of Scripture

A. The Inspiration of the Old Testament.

1. Inspiration of the whole ("plenary" inspiration; cf. the singular term 

grafh, [graph�] (Mark 12:10; 15:28; Luke 4:21).  Christ recognized the

whole OT (Luke 24:27, 44-46; John 5:39) as well as its three sections
(Mark 7:8-13; Matt. 13:13-14; John 10:34-35) as Scripture.  See also

Matthew 5:17-20; Luke 16:31

2. Inspiration of the parts.  Cf. the plural "the Scriptures" (tai/j grafai/j [tais

graphais],  Matt. 21:42; Mark 12:24; Luke 24:27, et. al.). 

a. Matthew 4:4, 7, 10. — Jesus’ final answer to the Devil — ane
temptation!  “It is written!”  A great model for us!  See Psalm
119:9-11. 

b. Matthew 12:18-21, Q: Isaiah 42:1-4, teaching the peaceableness of
the Messiah and the future inclusion of the Gentiles.

c. Matthew 21:42, Q: Psalm 118:22, teaching that the Messiah must
be rejected. 

d. In Matthew 22:43-44, Christ introduces his quotation of Ps. 110:1
with the claim that David spoke these words evn pneu,mati (en

pneumati).  For an awareness of this on David’s part, see 2 Samuel
23:2
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3. Inspiration of the words.

a. Matthew 22:32 (Q: Exodus 3:6): Jesus’ entire argument hinged on
the words "I am the God of Abraham"; indeed His argument hinges
on the present tense of the statement.

b. Matthew 22:44 (Q: Psalm 110:1), the entire argument resting on
the words "my Lord."

c. John 10:34, Q: Psalm 82:6, "gods."

4. Inspiration of the letters:  Matthew 5:17-18 declares, "not the smallest
letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished"
(cf. Luke 16:17, pesein, "drop out").  The term "smallest letter" refers to
the Hebrew letter yodh, which looks like an apostrophe (').  The "stroke"
refers to the minute distinction between two Hebrew letters.  An
equivalent would be the distinction between the O and the Q, with only the
little "tail" distinguishing between them.  Jesus is saying that all the details
of the Old Testament right down to the very letter would be fulfilled (cf.
also Matt. 24:35).

B. The AUTHORITY of the Old Testament.  

1. The Old Testament is authoritative historically.  Jesus treated as factual
the following persons and accounts: — A partial list!

a. Creation of the universe by God (Mark 13:19; cf. John 1:3; Col.
1:16)

b. Adam and Eve (Matt. 19:4-5; cf. Rom. 5:12; 1 Cor. 15:22; 1 Tim.
2:13-14)

c. Cain and Abel (Luke 11:51; cf. Heb. 11:4; 1 John 3:12)
d. Noah and the Flood (Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27; cf. 2 Pet.

2:5).
e. Abraham (Luke 3:34; John 8:56; cf. Rom. 4:3; Heb. 7:1-3; 11:8).
f. The institution of circumcision (John 7:22; cf. Gen. 17:10-12; Lev.

12:3)
g. Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Matt. 10:15; 11:23-24; Luke

10:12).
h. The experience of Lot (Luke 17:28-32)
i. Issac and Jacob (Matt. 8:11; Luke 13:28; cf. Acts 7:9-10; Heb.

11:17-18)
j. Moses the lawgiver (Matt. 8:4; 19:8; Mark 1:44; 7:10; 10:5; 12:26;

Luke 5:14; 20:32, 37; John 5:46; 7:19) and author of the
Pentateuch (Luke 16:29, 31).

k. Manna (John 6:31, 49, 58; 1 Cor. 10:3-5; cf. Crossing of the Red
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Sea in 1 Cor. 10:1-2).
l. The existence of the tabernacle (Luke 6:3f).
m. The snake in the wilderness (John 3:14; Num 21:9)
n. David eating the shewbread (Matt. 12:3-4; Mark 2:25-26; Luke

6:3-4; cf. 20:41).
o. David as a psalmist (Matt. 22:43; Mark 12:36; Luke 20:42).
p. The splendor of Solomon (Matt. 6:29; 12:42; Luke 11:31; 12:27)
q. Elijah and the widow of Zarephath (Luke 4:25-26).
r. Elisha and Namaan the Syrian (Luke 4:27)
s. Jonah and the fish (Matt. 12:39-41; Luke 11:29-32).
t. Isaiah as a single prophet (Matt. 8:17 [Isa 53]; 15:7-8 [Isa 29];

Luke 4:17f; John 12:38-41 [Isa 53:6].)
u. Daniel (Matt. 24:15).
v. Zechariah (Matt. 23:35; Luke 11:51)
w. The sufferings of the true prophets (Matt. 5:12; 13:57; 21:34-36;

23:29-37; Mark 6:4 [cf. Luke 4:24; John 4:44]; 12:2-5; Luke 6:23;
11:47-51; 13:34; 20:10-12).

OBSERVATION #1:  Christ's conviction concerning the historicity
of the OT was shared by the apostles as well (e. g. Stephen in Acts
7:2-47; Paul at Pisidian Antioch, Acts 13:17-22).

OBSERVATION #2:  Most of the controversial passages of the OT
are referred to, such as the creation, Fall, Flood, miracles of Moses
and Elijah, and Jonah in the great fish.  Those are not just alluded
to, they are authenticated as historical events by the NT.  Indeed,
the theological point Jesus made depends on their historicity
(ILLUS: Matthew 12:38-42 — Jonah and Nineveh

OBSERVATION #3: Virtually every one of the first 22 chapters
of Genesis, and each of those prior to Abraham (chs. 1-11), has
either a person or an event that is confirmed by an authoritative NT
quotation or reference.  If these people and events are authentic,
then it may be argued a fortiori that the rest of the OT is authentic.

2. The Old Testament is authoritative prophetically. Typically a
contemporary event was noted, and observation was made (e. g. "this was
to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet"), and the relevant OT
prophecy was quoted.  See Luke 24:25-27, 44-47 (already examined), and
Matthew especially ("That it might be fulfilled," e.g., 1:22-23; 2:15, 17-
18; 4:13-16; 11:10; 12:17-21; 13:14-15; 21:4-5; 24:15; 26:24, 31, 53-56;
27:9-10) 

3. The Old Testament is authoritative doctrinally.  A dispute over
resurrection was settled by appeal to teaching from the Law (Matt 22:29-
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32; Exod 3:2); the issue of the abomination of desolation in the
eschatological future (Matt 24:15; Mark 13:14) was clarified by appeal to
Daniel 9:27; 11:31; and 12:11; in the apostolic era, appeal was made to
Amos 9:11-12 to settle doctrinal differences at the Jerusalem Council
(Acts 15:15-18).  Paul used the Scriptures as the basis for his arguments
with the Jews (Acts 17:2), and the Bereans diligently searched the
Scriptures to determine the validity of Paul's gospel (Acts 17:11).

4. The Old Testament is authoritative ethically.  Christ frequently quoted
from it in making statements regarding moral values and conduct (Matt
4:1-10; 7:12; 19:18-19; 22:36-40; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20, 31), including
vindicating his authority to cleanse the Temple (Mark 11:17).  NOTE that
the two greatest commands (Matt. 22:37-40; Mark 12:29-31) sum up not
the Gospel but the OT.  

C. The Inspiration of the New Testament Writings.  Jesus even “pre-authenticated”
the New Testament writings that were yet to be inspired:   

1. Matthew 24:35.  Here, Christ states, "Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words shall not pass away." These words are virtually identical to
His comment in Matthew 5:18 concerning the OT, where He was referring
to the written Word of God.  Here He implies that His words are to be
recorded.

2. John 14:25-26 (cf. 15:26-27): 

3. John 16:12-15:  See especially the last phrase in 16:13— "He [the Holy
Spirit] will disclose to you what is to come."  These three works of the
Spirit, promised in 14:26 and 16:13, cover the entire NT.  The historical
section (gospels) is the product of the Spirit's work of bringing things
which they have heard and observed to their minds.  The epistles are
evidence of the Spirit's guidance and teaching.  Revelation is the
fulfillment of the promise of the Spirit to reveal things to come (cf. Rev
4:1).  Thus our Lord "pre-authenticated" the NT.

4. Acts 1:1-2.  Acts continues the record of Luke's gospel, who recorded what
Jesus "began to do and teach."  Properly speaking, then, Acts is the book
of the acts of Christ through the works and words of the apostles (cf. 2:42;
6:4; Eph. 2:20). 

D. THE KEY ISSUE for us: Jesus affirmed biblical inerrancy!

1. Matthew 5:17-20: ESPECIALLY significant in light of the context of
5:21-48.
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2. Matthew 24:35:

3. Mark 7:6-13:

4. John 8:31-32:

5. John 10:35:

6. John 16:12-13:

7. John 17:17 (cf. Rom. 3:4).

II. CORROBORATIVE EVIDENCE:  Other biblical writers on inerrancy.  Taking a
general biblical theology approach, the following key texts, while presupposing biblical
inspiration, go beyond it to assert biblical inerrancy specifically:

A. The Old Testament.

1. The Pentateuch:  Deuteronomy 13:1-5; 18:22.  The mark of a true OT
prophet is that he spoke what is true.  Particularly relevant since the entire
OT is designated a prophetic utterance (cf. Heb 1:1b).

2. The Psalms:

a. Psalm 12:6:

b. Psalm 19:7-9 (cf. Psa 119:142, 151, 160).  Note the adjectives
connected with the Word of God in these verses.

3. OT Wisdom Literature:   Proverbs 22:20-21; 30:5-6.   NOTE
ESPECIALLY the context of the Proverbs 30 reference:

a. The uncertainty of human speculation (vv. 2-3).  The natural
response of a genuine believer is to accept without hesitation the
inerrancy of divine revelation.
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b. The Christological reference (v. 4) — the SON!  See Psa 2:6-8;
110:1; Dan 7:13-14.  OT knows about plural persons in the
Godhead!

c. The trustworthiness (because it’s pure!) Of divine revelation (v. 5)

d. Our response!  (V. 6).

4. OT Prophets: Isaiah 8:20; 40:6-8

B. The New Testament.

1. The Gospel Writers:  

a. Luke 1:1-4 (“exact truth,” v. 4)

b. John 21:24:

2. Paul’s view of Scripture:

a. Romans 9:1: I speak the truth in Christ.

b. 1 Timothy 1:15; Titus 3:8 — “faithful sayings”

c. 2 Timothy 3:16 — significance in context.  Paul is contrasting the
inspiration of Scripture with the error of the false teachers (note
the “but’s” in 3:10, 13, 14).  Any passage that teaches the
inspiration of Scriptures includes of necessity an affirmation of its
inerrancy!

3. Peter’s view of Scripture:

a. 1 Peter 1:23-25:

b. 2 Peter 1:19-21: Significance once again in context!  As does Paul
in 2 Timothy 3 above, Peter here contrasts the “more sure word” of
prophecy with the lying pronouncements of false teachers (see 2
Peter 2 and 3).

4. John’s view of Scripture: Rev 21:5; 

5. James’ view of Scripture: James 1:25 — perfect law of liberty


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

