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Exalting Christ with the Money He Entrusts to Us 
Marriage and Family 

Adult Training Seminar Session 12 – Thomas Kawazoe – May 19, 2019 

 

Introduction 
 

Outline: 

1. Showcase the gospel in your relationships 

2. Stay current and connected to your spouse 

3. Shepherd your children intentionally in this vital area 

4. Showcase the gospel in your relationships (yes, a repeat) 

 

 

Showcase the gospel 
 

What we get to display with every interaction, ever conversation, every decision: 

 

 Relationship with God is of ultimate and eternal importance (John 20:30-31) 

 We are sinners who are either forgiven or in need of forgiveness (Romans 3) 

 We are to submit to one another and fulfill our God-given roles and responsibilities 

(Ephesians 5) 

 Jesus Christ is our Help and Hope.  He is our Protector and Provider.   

o Among the many promises we looked at during our series is found in 

Hebrews 13:5.  Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, 

being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never 

desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,” so that we confidently say, “The Lord 

is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What will man do to me?” 

 

 

Each one engaged.  Each one used of the Lord. 

 

 

Stay current and connected to your spouse 
 

 

 With that idea of ‘current’ in mind, what are some ways you can do this 

specifically related to your finances?   
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 What one thing will you do this week to stay current with your spouse? 

 

 

 

Staying Connected: 

 

 

Matthew 6:19-34. 

You’ll have all of 3 minutes – but jot down some of the things we have been 

discussing in this series from this passage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examine ourselves first.  Help each other too.  (Matthew 7:1-6). 

 

 

 

Examples from our financial counseling sessions   

 

 

And here’s the takeaways for you potentially: 

1. What you might do with your spouse – or someone that needs help 

2. What you might consider discussing 

3. And a reminder – it takes time and effort – consistent time and effort 

 

 

1. The first meeting (as an example) 

a. Ask what prompted them to want to meet.  E.g. What are you hoping 

for?  What are you afraid of? What are some tendencies the Lord has 

revealed to you – about yourself – that might make this time difficult? 

b. Ready with certain Biblical texts related to awareness and how we treat 

each other 

i. 2 Chronicles 16:7-10 compared to 2 Samuel 12. Two kings.  Two 

very different responses to rebuke. 
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ii. James 3:17-18.  Wisdom from God.  Peaceable. 

iii. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12.  Two are better than one. 

iv. Genesis 18:14 and Jeremiah 32:27.  Is anything too difficult for 

the Lord (for Me)?  There is hope! 

c. How current are you? 

i. Complete a blank income & expense worksheet independently 

ii. Complete a blank balance sheet 

iii. Compare and Discuss 

d. Homework 

i. Track expenses 

ii. Study and write down Bible verses related to money 

 

2. Second meeting (as an example) 

a. General opening questions, e.g. What are you thinking about as you 

come into this time?  What verses did you review and study? 

b. Review expenses.  What did you learn about yourself? 

c. Compare to budget 

d. Next steps 

i. What kind of couple are you: 

1. Are you self-starters? 

2. Can you help each other? 

3. Do you need a personal trainer (analogy of gym)? 

ii. Review pain points in your balance sheet 

1. For example, dealing with debt or the need to save more 

 

3. Third meeting (as an example) 

a. Making adjustments 

i. Spending changes 

ii. Schedule changes 

iii. Even fun possibilities:  e.g. enrolling in reward programs 

b. Developing life-long habits 

i. Staying current and connected 

ii. Getting ongoing feedback and prayer 

 

 

So each session builds on what we are talking about this morning: 

 How current are you with your spouse? 

 Each builds on discerning, how connected are you? 

 And hopefully, you are growing in your ability and heart to help each other. 
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Potential areas of challenge (again to raise awareness and to help each other): 

 

 As a husband  (2 Corin. 10:1-6; Eph. 5:25-33; I Peter 3:7; etc.) 

o Knowing how to shepherd your wife’s heart and mind. 

o Receiving counsel and feedback from your most intimate and 

knowledgeable advisor and friend. 

o Doing this all in an understanding manner. 

o And actually doing something – not being passive. 

 

 As a wife  (Eph. 5:22-24; I Peter 3:1-6; etc.) 

o Opening up to your husband. Trusting him with your heart. 

o Listening to him.  Humbling yourself and submitting.  

o Knowing how to give input and feedback in a way that honors him. 

 

 

 

Shepherd your children intentionally 
 

 

The heart and the practical.   

 

Psalm 78:72.  So he (David) shepherded them according to the integrity of his 

heart, and guided them with his skillful hands.   

 

 

Go through the series with your child (cbcvallejo.org – Resources – Adult Training…): 

 
1. God’s design for money 

2. Trusting God in your finances 

3. Biblical warnings about money 

4. Vocational calling, career and work 

5. Biblical giving 

6. Debt, credit cards and purchases 

7. Savings, retirement and investing 

8.  Estate planning 

9.  Insurance and long term care 

10.  Vacations, leisure, recreation and 

pleasure 

11.  Budgeting and practical money 

management tips 

12.  Money in marriage and parenting 

 

 

Other resources can include Crown.org. 

 You can sign up for their daily devotions for example – disclaimer, I have not. 
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You can go through a book, for example: 

 Managing God’s Money by Randy Alcorn. 

 A shorter one by the same author, The Treasure Principle. 

 Phil’s book in the bookstore, The Sufficiency of Scripture and Money. 

 And if you want something really short, When the Money Runs Out. 

 

 

Here is my exhortation: 

1. Don’t wait. 

2. Start now.  Take one step this week. 

3. And don’t lose heart.  Don’t give up.  Some lessons take time.   

 

 

Another practical tool: 

Bank of America.  Better Money Habits 

https://bettermoneyhabits.bankofamerica.com/en 

 Use any resource with discernment. 

 

 

Shepherd your children as you come and go.  

 

You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit 

in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and 

when you rise up. Deuteronomy 6:7.   

 

 

 Example:  Trip to the store 

 

 

 

 

 

 Other examples: 

1. Read the news together. 

2. Discuss purchases and spending decisions together. 

3. Let them keep track of their savings. 

4. In addition to the personal side of finances, basic lessons in macro-

economics and micro-economics.   
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Conclusion:  Display the gospel 
 

Remember…and Respond… 

 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and 

choosing you; for as long you practice these things, you will never stumble.  2 Peter 

1:10. 

 Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you 

already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present in you. 2 

Peter 1:12. 

 I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of 

reminder…   2 Peter 1:13. 

 This is no, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up 

your sincere mind by way of reminder,  2 Peter 3:1. 

 That you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and 

the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles.   2 Peter 3:2 

 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in 

peace, spotless and blameless.  2 Peter 3:14. 

 

 

To obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, 

reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God…and though you have 

not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you 

greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory…! 

1 Peter 1:4-9 

 

 

 

 

What will you do this week to respond to God’s call to love and shepherd your 

family (perhaps it’s your extended or church family)? 


