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Parenting as Christ’s Ambassadors 
Embrace and Teach God’s Design regarding Authority 

Adult Training Seminar Session Four – Thomas Kawazoe – February 4, 2018 
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I. Understand and Embrace God’s Design regarding Authority 

 

II. Recognize our current condition 

 

III. Parent and Minister to the Next Generation in light of God’s Design 
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1. Be convinced that it’s for God’s glory and your joy, peace and contentment  

 

a. John 10  

 

b. All over proverbs, including Proverbs 3: 1 and Proverbs 3: 7-8.   

 

c. Ephesians 6: 1-3.  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 

right.  Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment 

with a promise), so that it may be well with you, and that you may live 

long on the earth. 

 

 

2. What is His design:  Submit to God’s authority first (Vertical) 

 

a. Again, from Proverbs:  the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.  Proverbs 1: 7. 
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b. Will we acknowledge what is true now, though veiled, and will be 

evident for all soon:  every knee will bow and every tongue confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord. Philippians 2: 10-11. 

 

c. From our evening series for example in Genesis 

 

 

d. And the beauty of even Christ’s own example:  Peter 2: 21 – 25.  

 
21 

For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 

an example for you to follow in His steps, 
22 

WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT 

FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 
23 

and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, 

He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 
24 

and 

He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 
25 

For you were continually straying like 

sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

 

 

3. What is His design:  Live in obedience to the biblical design of human 

authority (Horizontal) 

 

a. Godly leadership 

 

i. Ephesians 5: 22 – 6: 9.   

 

ii. 1 Peter 3: 7 and 1 Peter 5: 1-4.   

 

iii. If you have been entrusted by God with a leadership 

responsibility and role – you are to fulfill it for the good and 

blessing of others – just like how God exercises His authority 

 

iv. Active, purposed engagement.   

 

b. Godly submission – the other side of that same coin. 

 

i. Again, Ephesians 5 and 6.   

 

ii. Turn to Philippians 2: 1-11.   
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4. What is His design:  Pray for wisdom and courage to live in biblical 

obedience to God rather than man.  Acts 4. 

 

 

Recognize oRecognize oRecognize oRecognize our current conditionur current conditionur current conditionur current condition    

 

 

1. We live in a post Genesis 3 world.  

 

2. Our rebellion against God.   Psalm 51:5 and Proverbs 22:15 from our 

previous lessons. 

 

3. Our rebellion against one another 

 

a. Role warfare.  Genesis 3. 

 

b. Lawlessness.  Judges 17: 6 and Judges 21: 25. 

 

4. What are some ways you see this present reality? 

 

 

 

Parent and Minister Parent and Minister Parent and Minister Parent and Minister to the Next Generationto the Next Generationto the Next Generationto the Next Generation    in light of God’s Designin light of God’s Designin light of God’s Designin light of God’s Design    

 

 

1. Actively lay a Biblical Foundation of God’s truth regarding Authority 

 

a. As Christ’s ambassador we seek to raise children in the love, 

instruction and admonition of the Lord, emphasizing God’s design 

 

b. At home – devotions and worship.   

 

 

Deut. 6: 6-9.  These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 
7 

You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your 

house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. 
8 

You 

shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 
9 

You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
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i. Put off  

 

ii. Put on 

 

c. What might this look like? 

 

i. Highlight God’s design: 

 

1. Are there things in the passage that show how good 

God’s design is?  And how bad our current condition is? 

2. Are there commands/examples to follow regarding 

exercising authority rightly or examples to not follow? 

3. How about regarding submission? 

 

ii. Let’s try this together 

 

1. Ephesians 5: 22 – 32.   

 

 

 

2. From our morning sermon series  Acts 16: 16-21.   

 

 

 

d. Children need the Word of God so we need to regularly teach them 

 

2. Be purposed about daily instruction toward that truth 

 

a. Be prepared to work and labor hard 

 

i. You represent the God that entrusted you with these children.  

This is no small thing. 

 

ii. Galatians 6 is true:   

 
7 

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. 
8 

For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one 

who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 
9 

Let us not lose heart in doing 

good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. 
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b. Remember the end goal – raising an individual that lives in light of 

God’s design for authority 

 

i. Need to learn how to make decisions on their own.  So there is 

a progression.   

 

1. Practically speaking, early on – they just need to learn to 

obey.  You teach them to love, honor, fear and obey 

 

 

2. And then as they get older, you do what Jeremy was 

encouraging us to do – start asking questions where they 

have to look at their hearts: 

 

a. What were you feeling when you hit your sister? 

b. What were you wanting when you took the toy 

from your brother? 

c. What made you yell at your coach today? 

 

ii. Are you leading in a way that prepares them to know that God 

is the ultimate Ruler of their lives? 

 

iii. Every interaction is an opportunity to display the gospel  

 

c. Practically speaking, some more thoughts 

 

i. Obedience 

1. ______________  obedience is disobedience 

2. ______________  obedience is disobedience 

3. ______________  obedience is disobedience 

 

ii. Be involved in their relationships 

 

1. Privacy 

 

2. Social media 

 

iii. In the world – how children relate to teachers, coaches, 

relatives, etc. 
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d. Summary: 

 

i. Be engaged and active – know that it’s work, and remember 

that God has given you many means of grace 

 

ii. Keep the end goal in mind – start early, prepare them for the 

future 

 

 

3. Commit to avoiding Mixed Messages 

 

a. Ephesians 6:4.  Colossians 3: 21. Do not provoke.  Do not exasperate. 

 

b. Delight in God’s design ourselves!  Guard our hearts against 

complaining and grumbling.  1 Corinthians 10.   

 

 

c. Submit to God ourselves.  Obedience to His Word 

 

 

d. Fulfill our responsibilities within human relationship 

 

i. How we exercise our authority 

 

ii. How we submit 

 

iii. Consistency 

 

1. Within ourselves 

 

2. With those we share responsibilities, e.g. husbands and 

wives 

 

 

ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion    


