
ATS:  How to Teach the Bible 

November 12, 2017 

What to teach & Overview of the Teaching Process   

 

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need 

to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.  2 Timothy 2: 15 

 

Purpose:  

• _______________ yourself to the Word of God 

• _______________ certain factors when deciding what to teach 

• _______________ to be diligent:  use this process when you next teach 

 

Quick review from last week  

 

I. Call to commitment  

a. We teach God’s Word (2 Timothy 3: 16-17) 

b. He wants us to do it well (2 Timothy 2: 15) 

c. And He wants us to do it a certain way (2 Timothy 4: 1-2) 

d. We are completely dependent on the Spirit for real fruit (John 15: 5; 

John 16: 12-14) 

II. We want to balance our preparation time 

 

What to teach – Consider these factors 

 

I. When you are deciding the lesson plan 

a. From earlier, the need to be dependent on the Spirit (John 16: 12-14) 

 

b. Need to go through all Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16-17; Acts 20:25-18; etc.) 

 

c. Don’t be uninformed about the needs of the flock 

 

 

II. When you are already given a text  

a. One author’s suggestion:  unity, brevity and harmony 

 

b. Be mindful of the format and amount of content 

 



III. When you are already given a topic 

a. In addition to the above, will likely need more outside resources, i.e. 

commentaries and books on the topic 

 

 

IV. Ask for help – you’re part of a family / body 

 

 

Preparing your next lesson – Continue to be diligent 

 

I. Step back: what steps would you recommend to someone learning ‘how to 

study the Bible’ for the first time? 

 

 

 

 

II. Now that you understand the historic context-derived meaning of the text 

– what the text meant – how do you prepare to teach it.  (Handout) 

 

a. What are the universal truths from the text? 

 

i. Questions you might work though: What do we learn about 

God?  What do we learn about man? What theology is 

presented in this text? 

 

NOTE:  As referenced in the teaching notes, there is ONE universal truth you be 

seeking to identify. 

  

b. Isolate your lesson’s intent 

 

i. What is the main point of the text? 

 

 

ii. What do you want people to do after their time together with 

you because of this main point?   

 

 



c. Organize your lesson’s structure 

 

i. How will you best help people to see what the text meant AND 

what they are to do today 

 

ii. Does everything in your lesson point back to the lesson’s 

intent? 

 

 

d. Synthesize your lesson’s content 

 

i. Help them understand what and why:  what does the text say?  

What is true?  What do you do and why? 

 

 

 

e. Personal assimilation 

 

i. How will you shepherd each person to hear this text for 

themselves? 

 

 

ii. What examples and illustrations will you use? 

 

 

f. Pastoral / pastoral proclamation 

 

i. Call them to respond – to be doers of God’s Word 

 

ii. Call them to change and be transformed by Christ 

 

 

Work through an example:  Jonah Chapter 1 

 

I. Universal truth:   

 

 



II. Isolate my lesson’s intent 

 

 

 

III. Organize my lesson’s structure 

 

 

 

 

IV. Synthesize my lesson’s content 

 

 

 

 

V. Personal Assimilation 

 

 

 

 

VI. Pastoral / pastoral proclamation 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

I. Commit, Consider and Continue 

II. Homework:  Jonah 3 and Hebrews 12: 1- 3  

a. Work through the 6 steps 

 

 

Some Books to further assist you 

• 24 Ways to Improve Your Teaching by Kenneth Gangel 

• Christ Centered Preaching by Bryan Chapell 

• Knowable Word by Peter Krol 

• Living by the Book and Seven Laws of the Teacher by Howard Hendricks 

• Preaching with Purpose by Jay Adams 

• Seven Laws of Teaching by John Milton Gregory 



Work through an example:  Jonah Chapter 1 

I. Universal truths:   

a. We are sinners.   

b. God is merciful.   

 

NOTE:  Again as referenced in the teaching notes, there will be one universal truth 

that might be phrased as ‘God’s mercy confronts Jonah’s lack of mercy’ 

 

II. Isolate my lesson’s intent 

a. Call hearers to see sin for what it is – highhanded rebellion against 

God.  It is often deliberate and very personal.  

b. Call them to see their own sin.  It can be so deceiving. 

c. Call them to repent.  I need to turn and pursue the presence of the 

Lord. 

 

III. Organize my lesson’s structure 

a. Be convicted of your utter sinfulness  

b. Behold and marvel at God’s mercy  

c. Be willing to aggressively turn from your sin 

 

IV. Synthesize the lesson’s content 

a. Be convicted of your utter sinfulness (verse 1-3) 

i. ‘Their wickedness’  

1. Give context regarding Nineveh and Israel 

a. The Assyrian empire was noted for its brutal 

conquest e.g. cutting off of body parts, burning 

boys and girls alive, gouging out eyes, severed 

heads hanging from the conquered city’s wall, etc. 

b. Israel hated Assyrian rule 

ii. But see the clear call of God and Jonah’s commitment to run! 

1. The word of the Lord came to Jonah verse 1 

2. BUT verse 3.  He goes the opposite direction 

a. A map showing how Tarshish is near modern day 

Spain – the complete opposite side of the known 

world from Nineveh 

3. This is God’s prophet!  He’s a believer in Yahweh (v.9) 



4. What is he running from:  the presence of the Lord 

(verses 3 twice, 10).  It is deliberate and personal. 

b. Behold and marvel at God’s mercy – toward you! (verses 4-17) 

i. God confronts Jonah by bringing on a storm and having the lot 

fall on Jonah 

1. Study God’s response – how it affected not only Jonah 

but everyone on that boat 

2. Consider what God could have done to Jonah 

ii. Marvel at God’s mercy 

1. The ship was preserved 

2. No one perished that day 

3. Provision of the fish 

4. Begin pointing them forward to the ultimate provision of 

mercy found in Christ 

c. Be willing to aggressively turn from your sin 

i. It is a call to the unbelievers (verse 16) 

ii. It is a call to the professing believer  

 

V. Personal Assimilation 

a. Be convicted of your utter sinfulness  

i. See how you do the same thing as Jonah  

1. Think of how you basically say NO! to God 

2. It is a personal rebellion and rejection.  Maybe an 

illustration about raising children 

ii. All the more heinous because we should know better 

b. Behold and marvel at God’s mercy  

i. Be amazed at how tenderly the Lord disciplines you (Hebrews 

12) 

1. He doesn’t leave us to ourselves.  He does not give us 

over to our sin (Romans 1) 

ii. It is truly His kindness that leads us to repentance (Romans 

2:4) 

c. Be willing to aggressively turn from our sin 

i. No more dismissing things as small sins 

ii. Breaking of habits 

iii. Accountability 

 



VI. Pastoral / pastoral proclamation 

a. Think and consider what sin really is 

b. Turn from it – with all your heart, soul, mind and strength 

 

And based on the additional notes included in this revision:  we could emphasize 

the need to examine our hearts and the potential lack of mercy we have toward 

others still in their sin.  And to call the people of God to love as God loves.  

Blessed indeed are the merciful… 

 


